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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11 August 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. This action is in response to the RCE/amendment filed 08/11/2006. 
Claims 24, 29, 34 and 39 have been amended. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 08/11/2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Applicant argues that the disclosure of Anand 
(6,370,599) is limited to encrypting (encoding) outgoing packets by the 
sending NIC and fails to disclose decrypting (decoding) incoming traffic 
(page 7, next to last paragraph). Anand does disclose offloading tasks that 
are typically performed on network packets such as encryption and 
decryption to a NIC (network interface card) (col. 3, lines 47-60; col. 7, lines 
55-64; col. 11, lines 24-44). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis 
for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 24-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Anand et al (6,370,599) in view of Yoshida (5,928,372). 

Regarding claim 39, which are representative of claims 24, 29 and 34, 
Anand discloses a system comprising: a network adapter being capable of 
being coupled to an information handling apparatus (IHA) via a bus (fig. 1, 
elements 53, 21-23), said network adapter comprising an integrated circuit 
capable of receiving a security association (SA) generated by said IHA (col. 
8, lines 21-35; figures 3-4 and corresponding text). Anand also discloses 
that the network adapter receives the security association associated with a 
data packet to be encrypted (outgoing packet) or to be decrypted (incoming 
packet), encrypts or decrypts the data packet accordingly (col. 3, lines 47- 
60; col, 7, lines 55-64; col. 11, lines 1-6 and 24-44; col. 12, lines 15-19). 
Anand further discloses that the computer system including the network 
interface connects to a network infrastructure device (col. 6, line 65 - col. 7, 
line 6). Anand teaches transferring data from the IHA (i.e., the CPU) to the 
network adapter; however Anand does not teach verification of data 
transferred between the CPU and the network adapter, which is a peripheral 
device. Yoshida teaches data verification in a data transfer system in which 
a host processor transfers data and a first integrity indicator generated by 
the host processor to a peripheral device (i.e., the hard disk unit) and the 
peripheral device generates a second integrity indicator, verifies that the 
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received data is similar to the data sent by the host processor by comparing 
said first integrity indicator to said second integrity indicator (col. 1, line 60 
- col. 2, line 20; figures 20-21 and corresponding text). Anand and Yoshida 
are analogous art because they are from a similar problem solving area, 
which is transferring data from a host processor to a peripheral device. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the Yoshida's teaching of data verification 
into the Anand system in order to insure the correctness of the reception 
data (col. 9, lines 47-54). Accordingly, the IHA generates and sends a first 
integrity indicator to the integrated circuit, the integrated circuit receives the 
first integrity indicator, generates a second integrity indicator based on said 
SA, verifies that said SA received by said integrated circuit is substantially 
similar to the SA generated by said IHA by comparing said first integrity 
indicator to said second integrity. 

Regarding claims 25-26, 30-31, 35-36 and 40-41, Yoshida further 
discloses that the data checking integrity method used to generate the first 
and second integrity indicators is a cyclical redundancy checking 
computation method, a checksum computation method or a parity checking 
method (col. 10, lines 55-67). 
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Regarding claims 27, 32, 37 and 42, Yoshida further discloses that the 
peripheral device indicates the integrity of the data received to the host 
processor (figure 21, element 24). 

Regarding claims 28, 33, 38 and 43, Yoshida does not explicitly 
disclose setting an integrity error indicator bit in a memory of the host 
processor. However, this feature is deemed to be inherent to the Yoshida 
method as element 24 of figure 21 shows that the peripheral device provides 
the comparison result signal to the host processor. The Yoshida method 
would be inoperative if there were no register/memory on the host processor 
to store the comparison result signal. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 7,089,417 to Wack et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Minh Dinh whose telephone number 
is 571-272-3802. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 
10:00am-6:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 
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